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which require a greater degree of 
caré and circumfpection than that 


Es — oy 
4 


ee Se RA ?) asm Sof @ of conducting a public paper. Dou- 
% 


CY ble meanings are fo much the de- 
eee 


light of all converfations, that peo- 
ple feldom chufe to take things in their moft obvious 
fenfe; but are putting words and fentences to the tor- 
ture, to force confeffions from.them which their authors 
never meant, or if they had, would have deferved whip- 
ping for. 

For this reafon I take all the pains 1 can to be un- 
derftood but one way. And indeed, .were I to publith 
nothing in thefe papers but what I write myfelf, I fhould 
be very little apprehenfive of double conftructions. But, 
it 
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it feems, I have not been fufficiently guarded againft the 
fubtilties of my correfpondents. AMANDa«’s letter in my 
laft paper has been difcovered to be a manifeft defign to 
remove the lace-trade from Ludgate-hill to Duke’s- 
court. Some people make no confcience of declaring 
that I am the author of it myfelf, and that I received a 
confiderable bribe for writing it. Others are of opinion 
that it is the production of a very pretty journey-woman 
in Duke’s-court, who is entring into partnerfhip with 
her miftrefs in the lace-trade, and has taken this method 
to bring cuftom to the fhop. But whoever is the writer 
of this letter, or whatever was the defign of it, all peo- 
ple are agreed that the effect is certain; it being very 
obfervable that the virtuous women have been feen, for 
this week paft, to croud to the lace-fhops in Duke’s- 
court, and that fcarcely half a dozen of them have ap- 
peared upon Ludgate-hill fince they were apprifed by 
this paper that fuch a perfon as AMANDA was known 
to be houfed there. 

From at leaft half a dozen letters, which I have re- 
ceived upon this occafion, I fhall only publifh the two 
following. 

To Mr Fitz-ADaAmM. 
Scr, 

*«« I BEG to be informed if the letter figned Amanda 
*« in your laft paper be reality or invention. If reality, 
** pleafe to tell me at which of the lace-fhops upon 
‘“* Ludgate-hill the creature lives, that I may avoid the 
‘< odious fight of her, and not be obliged to buy my 
** laces of a milliner, or to murder my horfes by dri- 
“« ving them upon every trifling occafion to the other end 
“ of the town, Iam, fir, 


“ Your humble fervant, 
“ Cueapsipe, Dec. 2gth, 1753. — B ha 
EBECCA DLAMELESS. 


se Mr. 
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“« Mr. Firz-Apam, 

«« T geo that you will do me-the juftice to inform the 
“* public that I have not had a lying-in in my honfe, 
“ fince I was brought to bed of my fourteenth child, 
«« which is five years ago next lady-day; and that the 
young woman who has affifted me in the lace-trade 
“« for thefe laft three months, is not called Amanda, 
“< but Lucretia. I am, 


“ Your very bumble fervant, 
«© Lupcate Hit, Dec. 30th, 1753. 


“ WINNEFRED Bossy.” 

} wisu with all my heart, that it was as eafy for me 
to make amends for what has happened, as it is to vin- 
dicate myfelf from any interefted defign in the publica- 
tion of AMANpDAa’s letter. It was fent to Mr. Dodfley’s 
by the penny poft, written in a very pretty Italian hand, 
and will be fhewn to as many of the curious as are defi- 
rous of feeing it. 

I wit not deny that I ought to have cancelled this 
letter ; as I might reafonably have fuppofed that no lady, 
who entertained a proper regard for her virtue, would 
be feen at a lace-fhop upon Ludgate-hill, while there 
was a bare poffibility of her being ferved by AMANDA, 
Indeed, to confefs the truth, I have always been of 
opinion, that every young creature, who has been once 
convicted of making a flip, fhould be compelled to take 
upon her the occupation of ftreet-walking all her life 
after. 

Ir isa maxim among the people called Quakers (and 
a very laudable one it is) not to fuffer a convicted and 
open knave to be one of their body. They havea par- 
ticular ceremony, by which they expell him their com- 
munity: and though he may continue to profefs the 


opinions of Quakerifm, they look upon him to be no 
member of their church, and no otherwife a brother, 
than as every man is defcended from one common 
father. 


itt 
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I MAKE no doubt but that the Quakers have copied 
this piece of policy from the ladies: but as moft copies 
are obferved to fall fhort of the fpirit of their originals, 
this induftrious, prudent and opulent fet of people 
will, 1 hope, excufe me, if I prefer a firft and finifhed 
defign to an imperfect imitation of it. 

Tue Quakers have never, that I know of, excom- 
municated a member for one fingle failure; nor upon 
frequent repetitions of it have they fo driven him from 
the commerce of mankind, as to make him defperate 
in vice, or to kill him with defpair. How nobly fevere 
are the ladies to the apoftates from purity! To be once 
frail, is forever to be infamous. A fall from virtue, how- 
ever circumftanced, or however repented of, can admit 
of no extenuation. ‘They look upon the offender and 
the offence with cqual deteftation ; and poftpone bufi- 
nefs, nay, even pleafure itfelf, for the great duty of de- 
traction, and for configning to perpetual infamy a fifter 
who has difhonoured them. 

Tuis fettled and unalterable hatred of impurity can- 
not be fufficiently admired, if it be confidered how de- 
licately the bofoms which harbour it are formed, and 
how ¢afy it isto move them to pity and compaffion in 
all other inftances: efpecially if we add to this confide- 
ration, its having force enough to tear up by the roots 
thofe fincere and tender friendfhips, which all handfome 
women, ina ftate of virtue, are fo well known to feel 
for one another. 

Noruinc can fo ftrongly convince me of the truth 
of thefe female friendthips as the arguments which 
fhallow and fuperficial men have thought proper to bring 
againft them. They tell us that no handfome woman 
ever faid a civil thing of one as handfome as herfelf: 
but, on the contrary; that it is always the delight of 
both to leffen the beauty and to detract from the repu- 
tations of each other. 


Ap- 
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ADMITTING the accufation to be true, how eafy is 
it to fee through the good-natured difguife of this beha- 
viour ? Thefe generous young creatures are fo apprehen- 


five for their companions, that they deny them beauty _ 


in order to. fecure them from the attempts of libertines. 
They know too that the principal ornament of beauty 
is virtue; and that without both a lady is feldom in dan- 
ger of an obftinate purfuit: for which reafon they very 
‘prudently deny her the poffeffion of either. The lady 
‘thus obliged, is doing in return the fame agreeable fer- 
vice to her beautiful acquaintance; and is wondering 
what the men can fee in fuch trifling creatures to be 
even tolerably civil to them. Thus under the appear- 
ance of envy and ill-nature, they maintain inviolable 
friendfhips, and live in a mutual intercourfe of the kindeft 
offices. Nay, to fuch a pitch of enthufiafm have thefe 
friendfhips been fometimes carried, that 1 have known 
a lady to be under no apprehenfions for herfelf, though 
purfued by half the rakes in town, who has abfolutely 
fainted away at feeing one of thefe rakes only playing 
with the fan of her handfome friend. 

Tue fame difcreet behaviour is obferved by a!moft 
every lady in her affairs with a man. If fhe would ex- 
prefs her approbation of him, the phrafe is, ‘‘ What a 
“¢ ridiculous animal!” When approbation is grown into 
love, it is, “ Lord! how I deteft him!” But when fhe 
rifes toa folemn declaration of, “‘ I'll die a thoufand 
“« deaths rather than give him my confent, ” we are 
then fure that the fettlements are drawing, or that fhe 
has packed up her clothes, and intends leaping into his 
arms without any ceremony whatfoever. 

THERE may poflibly be cavillers at this behaviour of 
the ladies, as well as unbelievers in female friendfhips ; 
but I dare venture to affirm that every man will honour 


them for their extraordinary civilitics and good-humour 


to 


ya 
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to the feducers of their fex. Should a lady obje& to the 
company of fuch men, it would naturally be faid that the 
fufpeéted her own virtue, and was con{fcious of carrying 
paffions about her, which were in danger of being kind- 
led into flames by every fpark of temptation. And this 
is the obvious teafon why the ladies are fo particularly 
obliging to thefe gentlemen both in public and private. 
Thote gentle fouls, indeed, who have the purity of their 
fex more at heart than the reft, may good-naturedly in- 
tend to make converts of their betrayers; but I cannot 
help thinking that the meetings upon thefe occafions 
fhould be in the prefence of a third perfon: for men are 
fometimes fo obftinate in their errors, and are able to 
defend them with fo much fophiftry, that for want of 
the interpofition of this third perfon, a lady may be fo 
puzzled as to become a convert to thofe very opini- 
ons which fhe came on purpofe to confute. 

Ir is very remarkable, that a lady fo converted is 
extremely apt, in her own mind, to compaffionate thofe 
deluded wretches, whom a little before fhe perfecuted 
with fo much rigour. But it is alfo to be remarked, 
that this foftnefs in her nature is only the confequence 
of her depravity: for while a lady continues as fhe 
feould. be, it is impoflible for her to feel the leaft ap- 
proaches of pity for one who is otherwife. 
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